First Congregational Church UCC
Redfield, South Dakota
NEWSLETTER

November 2024

” Then Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, and proclaiming the good
news of the kingdom, and curing every disease and every sickness. * When he saw the crowds, he had
compassion for them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. ” Then
he said to his disciples, " The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; 3® therefore ask
the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest." Matthew 9:35-38

Greetings from the pastor’s desk,

A quick drive into the country and one will see many completely harvested fields. The farmers
and their machines have been working overtime attempting to get this year’s harvest completed. With
only having small equipment when | was farming, it never ceases to amaze me how quickly farmers
can bring in the amount of harvest that is out there because of the size of the equipment. The farmers
in the time of Jesus did not have the advantage of any equipment much less large machines. They
relied on many laborers to bring in their harvest.

Jesus used agricultural metaphors as illustrations when teaching. It was something the
agricultural community of his day could relate to. Matthew 9:37 quotes Jesus as say, “The harvest is
plentiful.” The “harvest” that Jesus is talking about here is not the “harvest of souls” that many might
want to associate this verse with. The harvest that Jesus is talking about are the needs of the people
...the downtrodden, the poor, the homeless, the hungry, the sick. Those who are helpless and harassed
due to the neglect of society.

Jesus looked at the crowds of people and recognized their overwhelming needs. He knew that
he could not do it alone. He knew the people’s needs would continue long after he was gone. He knew
that there was and would always be a great need for people to go out into the mission fields to help
attend to those needs. That call to join the harvest goes out to us ...the church ...the members of the
church. The mission fields are right outside the church doors and sometimes inside the church.
Wherever there is a need of any kind, there is a harvest opportunity.

Our church youth will be taking a small part in helping with that harvest this month. The first
will be at the Fall Youth Event at Placerville. They will be making tie blankets to be given out for
missions in the Rapid City area. The second way they will be helping out with the harvest will happen
here in Redfield. Our youth activity for this month will be a food scavenger hunt to collect food for the
Good Samaritan Center. We will give the youths a list of food items to collect in a specific amount of
time. There will be a certain number of points assigned to each item. There will be a few other
guidelines to the activity, but the main ones are to be safe, have fun, and collect food donations.

So, do not be surprised if some of our church youth knock on your door sometime late afternoon
on November 10" asking for certain food items. Any and all food donations will be appreciated. It is a
way that all of us can participate in the harvest, and at the same time show God our thankfulness for
our many blessings.

Blessing & peace,
Pastor Keith



Financial & Attendance Reports

Avg. Attendance in Sept/Oct. Sunday services: 55
Avg. Attendance in Sept/Oct. Wed. night services: 31
Avg. Weekly YouTube views in Sept/Oct.: 11

Avg. Weekly Facebook views in Sept/Oct.: 13
Average Weekly offerings for Sept/Oct.: $1,627.54
Avg. budgeted expenses require a weekly

income of $4,539.

Our Church’s Wider Mission
Total OCWM “blessings” for Sept/Oct.- $4,025
Total OCWM “blessings in 2024— $8,247.74

2024 goal is $10,000

)

S

Meetings Scheduled for

Monday, Nov.4:
Trustees will meet at 5:30 p.m.
Cabinet will meet at 6:30 p.m.

September Cabinet Meeting Minutes

Treasurer’s Report: A CD will be reinvested at
Heartland State bank.

Trustees: The parking lot project is projected to start
around Sept. 25™. The trustees decided to donate
$5,000 from the UCC Camp Fund to Placerville camp.
Have received one bid for dealing with bats and will
look for more options. We will get rid of the
dumpster and buy garbage cans. Will request bid for
new flooring for the basement bathrooms.

Diaconate: There were 43 attendees at the outdoor
service in the city park and it was recorded. It went
fine. Ron Parker will serve as pulpit fill on Sept. 29t".

Christian Education Committee: FLOW starts this
week. Deb Kraft is helping to line up food for each
Wednesday night. Confirmation will kick off with an
informational meeting for parents and confirmands.

Missions Committee: Blanket Sunday will be this
Sunday. Neighbors in Need offering will be the first
Sunday in October.

Women'’s Fellowship Report: Women'’s Fellowship
will meet Wed. Sept. 11.

Pastor’s Report: Pastor Keith will attend the Tri-
Conference Annual Meeting on Sept. 27-28. Keith
and Deb are scheduled to present Soul Shop at the
Mitchell UCC in October and would like to schedule
one in Redfield in January or early February. MISYA
Walk is Sept. 22". We will get word out to members
about the Shari Harr Benefit Event scheduled for
December 7.

Moderator’s Report: Deb reminded the group that
committee members need to be lining up their
replacement members for the new year. Cabinet
will need to secure a Moderator Elect and
Moderator.

Other Business: The church use policies were
reviewed again. Deb moved to remove the
requirement of non-members to pay in advance if
they will be using the church for a wedding; Alice
seconded; motion carried.

October Cabinet Meeting Minutes

Trustees: Approved parking lot project changes of
new steps north of the kitchen and new sidewalk to
the handicap door. Jim Klebsch’s contract to rent
land will be renewed for 3 more years.

Diaconate: Pastor Keith will be taking youth to the
Placerville Youth Fall Event over the first weekend in
November. The diaconate is looking for someone to
lead worship that Sunday.

Christian Education Committee: FLOW is going well.
Adding another youth to confirmation.

Missions Committee: OCWM Baked Potato Feed will
be November 17.

Pastor’s Report: Pastor Keith and Deb will be

presenting Soul Shop in Mitchell on October 12. The
Prairie Lakes Association meeting will be October 13
in Ipswich. Placerville Youth Event is November 1-3.

At the Tri-Conference Annual meeting, Pastor Keith
attended a workshop about ministry with the elderly
that shared some good information. It highlighted
the need for youth to have connections with the
elderly.



FLOW!

L J The schedule for Wednesday

U night FLOW evenings will be:
« ?, o 4:00pm — Confirmation

!E,_,‘/ Class

o 5:00pm - FLOW for Children 4 years through
6" grade

o 5:50pm - Free will donation meal in
Fellowship Hall provided to children, family
members, UCC members, and anyone who
wants to join in.

o 6:25pm - Worship- 30-min. service for
anyone to attend.

o 7:00pm — Confirmation Class
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Sign-Up To Help with Meals for Flow
Sign up to prepare an entire meal or a portion:

e Main dish

e Dessert

¢ Sides such as chips, fresh vegetables,
salad, etc.

Contact Deb Kraft at 605-848-0011 if you have
guestions.
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A Mark your calendars for the two
opportunities to attend the

2024 FLOW Christmas Program:
Wed. December 11" at 6:25 p.m.
and at the December 15t

P

%Xﬁ childre en's 3 Sunday worship service starting
C'/\,T‘\S‘()N\D\S ?ro(jram at 10:30 a.m.

Don’t forget to invite family and friends!

% % %k %k %k

Scavenger
& Hunt

Starting at 4pm on Sunday, Nov. 10", you may

have UCC youth knocking on your door in
search of food donations for the Good
Samaritan Food Pantry. Thank you for

supporting the youth group in this pursuit!

Pictures from _I_:LOW

PRESCHOOL - 2ND GRADE CLASSES
HAVING FUN DANCING AND SINGING DURING MUSIC TIME
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Feed Your Soul

will be Thursday, November 14 at
6:00 p.m. in the fellowship hall.
We’ll have a taco night and

Thanksgiving theme devotions and

activities. Attendees are encouraged to
bring a box of stuffing, can of pumpkin and/or
can of cranberry sauce to donate to the Good
Samaritan Food Pantry.
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UCC Spud Supper

Invite Your Neighbors!

The UCC Missions committee is hosting a
Baked Potato Feed on Sunday, Nov. 17
from 4:30 p.m. —-6:30 p.m.
to raise funds for
Our Church’s Wider Mission (OCWM).

Menu: Baked Spud w/ choice of toppings:

Chili, Sour Cream, Taco Meat,
»# > Ham, Cheese, and Broccoli =
‘ Drink and Bars “
Adults - $7.00; Youth 12 & under - $4.00
(smaller portions available)
A signup sheet for the ingredients needed for

.the supper is in the fellowship hall. Thank you
for your support!

ART BY SHARON!
Be sure to check out the Women’s Fellowship
Fundraiser set up in the fellowship hall! Here’s
your chance to own some one-of-a-kind pieces
created by our very talented Sharon Eldeen.
Pieces will continue to be added throughout the
seasons so check back often!
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Nov. Mission of the Month

The Angel Tree is set up in the fellowship
hall. Choose an angel off the tree to shop
for and return unwrapped gifts under the
tree with the paper angel, clearly labeled
with the child’s number, by Dec. 6.
Thank you for your generosity!

The next Grief & Loss Support Group meeting
will be on November 20™ at 10:00 a.m. in the
UCC chapel. The Support Group is open to all.
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The Suicide/Mental lliness Family Support
group will meet at 4:30 PM Sunday, Nov. 24 in
the UCC chapel area. These gatherings are
open to any and all whose lives have been
touched by suicide or mental iliness within their
families or friends.
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Nominations Are Underway
Your help is needed! We have positions to fill on
Diaconate, Missions, Christian Ed, and Church
Delegation. Please let Deb Sanger or the church
office know if you would like to volunteer for any
of these roles. Thank you!

We send warm wishes during
\ this season of gratitude. Thank yow)
for sharing your God-given gifts with
the church body. We are so grateful
for our church family!l God's blessings
and Happy thnksgiving!
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... to Anton Armenta and Kelly Siebrecht for IN THE CH H FAMILY
volunteering to paint the parking lines on the Lainee Ann Schade

newly paved parking lot! It looks great! was baptized September 22, 2024!
‘ N, L ; Her parents are Kallie and Landon Schade

L to R: Rev. Keith Kraft, Lance Schade,
Reba Grovijohn, Lainee, Kallie and Landon Schade

Amber, Logan, Kendyl, and Braylee
Siebrecht were baptized Oct. 5th!
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eH RISTHAST
CANEATA

The Redfield Area Community Cantata L to R: Rev. Keith Kraft, Logan, Kelly, Amber,
will be held Sunday, December 15th at 4 Braylee, and Kendyl Siebrecht
p.m. at the Redfield Public School Theatre.
If you enjoy singing, please join us! ke
Practices start November 3 at 7 p.m. at the
school auditorium and will continue on IN SYWATHY
Sundays at 7 p.m. until the performance. ...to the family of Sydney & Kris Blume at the

passing of Sydney’s grandma, Kay Kimmet, on
Oct. 5", A Mass of Christian Burial for Kay was
held on Saturday, Oct. 12t in Fairmont, MN.

Don’t worry if you missed the first practice,
they’ll be glad to include you!



Meals on Wheels )
We will need volunteers to deliver Senior S
Meals the week of Dec. 2-6. A sign-up

sheet will be in the fellowship hall. MEAL®-
DELIVERIES
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New Women's Fellowship Booklets Are Out!
Be sure to pick one up in the fellowship hall.

Women’s Fellowship Meeting — Dec. 4"
Women’s fellowship will meet at 2:00 p.m. on
December 4t in the fellowship hall. Please bring a
Christmas item to add to the Christmas-themed
basket that we plan to donate to Shari Harr’s Benefit
Event on behalf of Women’s Fellowship. We look
forward to Sharon Eldeen providing treats.
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Christmas Feed Your Soul
The December Feed Your Soul meeting will be Dec. 5
at 6:00 p.m. Plan to bring a few Christmas goodies to
share with the group if you wish. After a chili supper,
the group will go Christmas Caroling at the PBC 3™ St.
Apartments.

SHARI HARR
BENEFIT

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 7

AT STARTERS Qj
DOWNTOWN REDFIELD '

3pm Doors Open
4pm-7:30pm Chance Auction
5pm Meal Served

7:30pm Live Auction

Benefit Raffle Tickets are selling fast!
(S10/ticket or 11 tickets/S100)

You can get your raffle tickets from Laura Gabriel,
Becky Leonard, Allison Schaffer, Alice Schiferl,
Ashley Zens and many others around town for a
chance to win the following prizes:

1/4 Beef - donated by Dave & Matt Jessen

Apple Ipad 10th Generation 64GB - donated by Redfield Lions Club

Yeti Roadie 24 Hard Cooler w/ booze & goodies -donated by Kathi & Bryon Anderson
John Green Signed Print (Growing Friends) - donated by Alyce & Mike Schiferl
Remington 270 w/ scope - donated by Dave Nelson

36" Blackstone Griddle - donated by Julie & Mark Rozell
$250 Tulare Country Meats gift certificate - donated by Dave Nelson

Please Pray for our members & friends

who reside in care facilities: ~y
Eastern Star Home: Geas T rs
Donna Bushong, Lois Groft, Susan Kayl, g
Paul Klebsch,

Asst. Living — Marilyn Schmidt

Lakeside: Adrienne Versteeg

Peaceful Pines Assisted Living in Huron, SD:
Carol Bebo

Please keep in your prayers:

Shari Harr, Sandy Thornburg, Sandy Durfee,
Denise Fliehe,Paul Whitley, Christy Schaffer
Lindberg, Val Fliehs, Shelby Hirshman, Aidan
Robertson, Shandra Wilhelm, James Bower,
Lynda Marzahn, Lyvie Roach, Lisa Jandel, Terry
Houghtaling, Jacki Schaffer

Remember to pray for military service personnel.
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Live-Streamed Church Services are available
each Sunday on YouTube and Facebook.
Subscribe to the “First Congregational UCC
Redfield, SD” YouTube channel or follow our
Facebook page @RedfieldUCC.
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Did you know?

Redfield UCC is set up to receive online
offerings for more than just our regular
“blessings.” Use our online giving page called
“‘MyVanco” to support additional funds such as
Blanket Sunday, OCWM, Camp Fund or share
a memorial gift just by using a debit or credit
card or having funds transferred from a bank
account. Donations can be made one time or
scheduled weekly, bi-weekly, monthly, quarterly
or annually. Would automating your giving
make life easier?

Go to the church website www.uccredfield.com
and click on “Giving.”

Please Note -- for donations to
camp scholarships, checks should
be made out to the UCC Camp
Fund.



http://www.uccredfield.com/

Pictures from October
Feed Your Soul

November 28, 2024
A lovely Halloween 11:00 am - 12:15 pm

desert made by Donna

PAT PAYANT BOUNCING PING PONG EYEBALL.;rhomas
FOR A HALLOWEEN MINUTE-TO-WIN-IT GAME PICK-UP AND DELIVERY ONLY
Golden Days Senior Center
And whatever you do, 728 S Main Street, Redfield, SD
in word or deed,
do everything in the name **Only 150 meals will be prepared™™
o the [otdl, Jegus,
giing thork To order your meal please call
-
to God the Father 3
trough bim, LISA e (605) 472-1552

Colessians 3:17

before 3:00 pm on
Wednesday,
November 27.

—

Above: Jan Conyers and Donna Thomas competing
in a race of who could get their plastic spider to the
end of the tables fastest by blowing through a straw.
(It was a tight race, but | believe Donna’s spider

made it to the finish line first @) Volunteers to help prepare and serve are

always appreciated. Most volunteers are
needed at 9:30 a.m. Thanksgiving
morning. Thanks for sharing your time!
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ADDRESSES for the NEWSLETTER: Please
keep the Church Office updated if you have a change
of address. The Post Office will not forward
newsletters, so they are returned to the church with
73¢ postage due. If you have a change of address or
no longer wish to receive our newsletter, you can
send an e-mail to the church secretary at:
office@uccredfield.com
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L to R: Back row — Donna Thomas, Pay Payant,
Wendy Beckler, Onilee Siebriecht (hiding), Jan

Conyers and Sandy Thornburg.

Front row — Laura Gabriel, Becky Leonard, and
Bonnie Herren. Not Pictured: RaNette Fugman,
Belva Beckrich
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